Jason Adriaenssens

VVFC Essay Contest

“What I like about being (or look forward to by being) a Varna Volunteer Fire Company firefighter, fire police, or emergency medical service member.”


Almost everyone assumes that when they call 911 there are people ready to respond to their aide.  I am amazed that so many volunteers across the state are willing to drop whatever they are doing to respond to a call to help someone the volunteers have never met.  I wanted to give back and be one of the people that is ready to respond to the assistance of whoever calls, whether it is a fire, medical, or some other type of emergency.  


I am excited about what I can learn from joining the fire department.  From the two and a half months of Thursday night trainings I have been attending, I am surprised about how much I have already learned.  The other members of the department are also a source of my learning.  I find it very interesting to listen to the stories about past calls and events that have occurred.  


After going on my first call I realized that responding to calls is nothing like I expected, but I still really enjoyed it.  When we arrived on scene, I was instructed to handle neck stabilization for the driver.  I didn’t realize how tedious and difficult that assignment would be.  It was difficult and very uncomfortable to lean in the side of the car door and around the head rest to keep her neck stable, and yet I knew how important the task was so I dealt with my slight discomfort to ensure that she would be okay.  After she was finally secured in the backboard and awaiting the next ambulance, Taylor and I began sweeping up the broken glass from the road.  To be honest, that was definitely not how I imaged my first call going, and yet I was still glad to be able to do my part.  After returning to the station, the paperwork began; the amount of paperwork that goes into a call was another thing that I never expected.  I stayed at the station for a couple hours after we returned from the call and all of the paperwork was still not completed.  Even after I was sore for the next couple of days because of the strange position I was stuck in for a half an hour, I would still do it all over again.


  After my first call I have learned that responding to calls is not as glorious as I expected, and yet I still really enjoyed it.  Even if my part involves sweeping the road or directing traffic, those duties make it easier for the other volunteers to take care of the patients.  I am looking forward to taking the EMT class this fall and possibly some other classes so that I can start responding to actual calls.  I think this is a great opportunity for me and I am glad that I choose to start volunteering in Varna and I look forward to my future in the department.

